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introduction the author describes the fate of the apocalyptic literature 
of the Jews after the destruction of Jerusalem, maintaining that it would 
undoubtedly have wholly perished, if it had not already gained some 
footing in the early Christian churches. From the eastern churches 
this literature was subsequently banished by the speculative spirit of 
Greek philosophy, but in the Latin, Syriac, Armenian, and Coptic 
churches it lived longer. This, the author thinks, is the reason why 
the " Prophet Esra," more familiarly known as " IV Esra," has come 
down to us in a Latin, Syriac, Arabian, and Armenian translation, 
while both the Greek version and the Hebrew original have perished. 
In the introduction to his translation Gunkel also gives us the key by 
means of which the apocalyptic signs and visions in the book may be 
interpreted. As is the case with other apocalypses, this key is found 
in contemporaneous Jewish history. On the merits of the translation 
the reviewer does not presume to express an opinion, further than to 
say that the German of it is clear enough, if only the symbolic 
language were at all times intelligible ; but such cloudiness seems to be 
a necessary part of a Jewish apocalypse. The subject-matter of the 
book naturally falls into seven chapters of unequal length, and the 
translator has placed his readers under obligation by setting off the 
main thoughts of the book under appropriate headings, thus making 
the reading easier than it otherwise would be. He has also added 
thirty pages of critical and explanatory notes, a great many of which 
are of considerablevalue. — Albert J. Ramaker. 

Commentary on St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians. By Rev. Herbert 
G. Miller, M.A. (London : Skeffington & Son, 1899 ; pp. 352; 12s.) 
We are compelled to say that, of all the commentaries on this wonder- 
ful epistle with which we are acquainted, this is about the worst. It is 
unfortunate that it professes to be, not only critical, but minutely criti- 
cal ; whereas it is marked by inaccurate scholarship, and by an artificial, 
petty, and fanciful exegesis which entitles it to a rank among curiosi- 
ties. The style is diffuse and sometimes clumsy, and there is a good 
deal of the homiletical element intermixed with the exegetical. It 
would be easy to substantiate these statements with numerous illustra- 
tions, but we forbear. There is no topical index, no table of Scripture pas- 
sages, and no catalogue of sources and authors. — Marvin R. Vincent. 

Kirchliche Falschungen. IV: "Jesus, Sohn Davids, Konig der Juden, 
Hoherpriester und Gott; Gesalbter (Maschiasch, Christos); spater 
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Sohn des Heiligen Geistes und der Jungfrau." V: "Die Himmelfahrt 
Jesu." Von Friedrich Thudichum, Professor des Kirchenrechts an der 
Universitat Tubingen. (Berlin: C. A. Schwetschke &Sohn, 1900; pp. 
133; M. 2.) The aim of this book is to show that the two accounts in the 
New Testament of the descent of Jesus — the one, that he was a descend- 
ant of David; the other, that he had no human father, but was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost — are both inventions of the "priest party," 
the former dating from about the middle of the third century, and the 
second from the fourth. A considerable part of the book is occupied 
with a criticism of the narratives of the birth and childhood of Jesus, 
and of the hearings before Pilate, the Jewish council, and Herod, with 
the purpose of showing their inconsistencies. The conclusion reached 
is that all the passages relating to the birth of Jesus and reporting his 
declaration at the trial that he was king of the Jews and Son of God 
are Falschungen of the third and fourth centuries. References to 
these narratives in writings composed prior to these dates, e. g., Justin 
and Irenaeus, render such writings subject to classification as forgeries. 
In Part V the ascension is treated in a similar manner, with the conclu- 
sion that, since the greater part of the New Testament is silent about 
this event, the three passages in which it is mentioned are forgeries of 
a later time. In view of the fact that Professor Thudichum furnishes 
no proof of these assumed forgeries, the small space assigned for this 
review is ample. — Orello Cone. 

Das Recht im Neuen Testament. Rede beim Antritt des Rektorats 
der Friedrich-Wilhelm-Universitat zu Bonn am 18. Oktober 1899 
gehalten. Von Dr. Friedrich Sieffert. (Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht, 1900 ; pp. 24 ; M. 0.60.) In this address Professor Sieffert 
briefly traces the relation of the Sadducees and Pharisees, Jesus, Paul, 
and the other New Testament writers to political law. Their various 
references to legal matters as well as their positive teachings are con- 
sidered comprehensively, with the conclusion that " the essential ele- 
ment of the church is to be sought, not in its legal forms, but in its inner, 
religio-ethical life." The address adds nothing to our general knowl- 
edge, but introduces one admirably to the entire field to be covered 
by any investigation of its subject. — Shailer Mathews. 

The Mode of Christian Baptism. By Rev. M. M. Smith. (Nashville, 
Tenn.: The Cumberland Press, 1899 J PP- x 47 ; $0.50.) This book is an 
argument against the practice of immersion as baptism. We regret to 



